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Abstract

During Safavi era churches were at the heart of the cities. These churches, during their
historical courses, have gone through changes and developments; so along with keeping the
principles of Armenia’s architecture, they have found new shapes and appearances according
to their new locations. Vank cathedral belonging to the Safavi era, which has located in the
Jolfa area of Isfahan, is an excellent example of versatility to the environment, culture and
new region so it has been selected study and evaluation. This church has a different
framework than other Armenian churches and is closer to structures and patterns of Iranian
architecture. Some of its reasons are regional and territorial features, architectural techniques
and political, cultural and social conditions of that era and so on. These reasons allowed them
to find their own style in church architecture without using predefined templates (but by
selecting templates). The present study analyzed Vank cathedral regarding its communication
with other applications, physical structure, schema (plan), relation between open, semi-open
and closed spaces and functional relations of spaces. Also in this article, physical-spatial and
social features of this church were evaluated, especially by considering its architectural
elements. Despite previous studies, this matter has not been regarded as it should have and
some of its architectural elements are still unknown. Therefore, using library and field
research, architectural style of this church and its differences with architecture of Armenian
churches (which is rooted in several factors) have been studied. The results of this study
revealed that construction patents of Vank cathedral are completely consistent with its
environmental conditions and Iranian and Armenian architects have successfully identified
the environmental features and used them in building the church, out of the conventional
patterns of their time. Another result of this study was evaluating the representation of
Armenian’s religious beliefs in spatial and physical communications of this building.
Keywords: Churches of Iran, Christianity in Iran, Surp Amenapergich, Vank cathedral of
Isfahan
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